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Digital Camera Glossary 
 
Compaq Flash 
This is the memory card with the largest physical size and storage capacity. About the 
size of a matchbook and weighing about half an ounce, these cards come with a 
capacity as high as 2 GB. These cards are better for use with high-megapixel digital 
cameras. There are also versions that store at a high-speed rate, which is helpful for 
shooting several pictures in succession. 
 
Digital Zoom 
Enlarging of an image that requires the camera to double the size of the pixels. Due to the doubling of pixels the 
image begins to become fuzzier and fuzzier as you enlarge. 
 
Image Format 
This is the manner in which digital images are stored. There are numerous ways to store an image, and the most 
popular are jpeg, gif, tiff, bitmap and the more complicated raw files. You can identify which format is used by 
looking at the end of the file name after the period. For example, picture.jpg is a jpeg file. 
 
LCD Screen 
This is a feature included on most cameras, which allows the user to preview images immediately after a photo 
is taken. It is this single feature that persuades many to switch the digital cameras. These preview windows, 
however, can be vulnerable to cracking or malfunctioning. 
 
Megapixel 
One-million pixels, a unit of measurement in an image. This number will determine the quality of the image. 
Think of it as the number of dots in your picture. A low density of dots will result in a poor image. 
 
Memory Card 
A small electronic device that stores files. With digital photography, it is used to save images. The larger the 
storage capacity, the more images it holds. 
 
Memory Stick 
Long and slender, this memory card also can be found with a "select" feature which 
doubles its memory. The cards come in a maximum capacity of 128 MB, but the 
select version stores 256 MB. 
 
Optical Zoom 
This is a type of zoom on digital cameras that replicates what a 35mm zoom does, by actually magnifying the 
subject of the photo. 
 
Recycling Time 
The time it takes for a camera to reset between flashing for one photo and the next. This can be crucial, as 
lengthy recycling times can make it hard to capture fast-moving moments like action or even a fast-moving pet 
or child. 



the possibility that the SmartMedia format is on the way out. SmartMedia cards are 
available in sizes up to 128MB. 
 
TIFF: Short for Tagged Image File Format, TIFF is an image file format that does not 
lose any quality when it is saved and compressed. Many advanced cameras offer a TIFF 
format option. 
 
Ultra Compact Camera: Ultra compact cameras are generally one inch or less thick, and 
small enough to be held in the palm of a hand. While these cameras do not offer all the 
manual controls of larger models, they still are capable of producing high quality images.  
 
xD-Picture Card: Released in Early 2002 by Olympus and Fuji, xD-Picture Card is the 
newest digital camera memory format. Physically smaller than all other memory formats, 
and available (as of 5/03) in sizes up to 256MB, the xD-Picture Card appears poised to 
replace the older SmartMedia format. 
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Secure Digital 
This is a secure memory card about the size of a postage stamp which weighs about two grams. It is used in 
various types of devices including digital cameras, and can be found with storage. 
 
XD Picture Card 
This is the smallest of the common memory card formats, yet it has a large capacity. 
 
 
What is the right Digital Camera for You? 
1 megapixel or less: This is typically found on smaller, inexpensive cameras or cameras in combination with 
other devices (such as cellphones or PDAs). It will be hard to make a high-quality print of any size, but these 
are just fine for e-mailing photos or posting photos for a personal web site. Expect to pay $100 or less for the 
camera alone.  
1.1 to 2 megapixels: A slight step up, you can probably knock out a 4x6 or two of decent quality. I wouldn't 
recommend it for family portraits or if you really need a nice-looking print. You will pay about $100-150.  
2.1 to 3 megapixels: This is actually a good compromise between picture quality and low price for most casual 
photographers. You can print lovely 4x6 images, decent 5x7s and, depending on the camera, might even knock 
out a good 6x9. You will pay around $150 to $250.  
3.1 to 4 megapixels: You're getting nicer. These images make practically photo-lab quality 4x6s, and great 5x7s 
and 6x9s. You can print an 8x10 in some instances. You'll pay about $250 to $350.  
4.1 to 5 megapixels: Hello, 8x10s! Now you are getting closer to professional photographer levels, and the 
quality shows it. And you'll pay the price, around $350 to $450.  
5.1 megapixels and up: Wonderful image quality, but high price tags. There are some high-megapixel cameras 
coming out with lower price tags than most, but they usually have very few features. Unless megapixels are the 
only thing you care about (it shouldn't be), don't get a camera that sounds outrageously inexpensive for its 
megapixel range. In this category, expect to pay $450 and more. 
 
 
5 MP = 2592 x 1944 pixels 
High Quality: 10 x 13 inches 
Acceptable Quality: 13 x 19 inches 

4 MP = 2272 x 1704 pixels 
High Quality: 9 x 12 inches 
Acceptable Quality: 12 x 16 inches  

3 MP = 2048 x 1536 pixels 
High Quality: 8 x 10 inches 
Acceptable Quality: 10 x 13 inches  

2 MP = 1600 x 1200 pixels 
High Quality: 4 x 6 inches &  5 x 7 
inches 
Acceptable Quality: 8 x 10 inches  

4-5 MP = 2500 x 2000 pixels 
High Quality: 10 X 8 inches 

6 MP or more 3200 X 2400 pixels 
High Quality: 16 X 12 inches 

600 pixels =  800 X 600 pixels 
Onscreen Viewing = 0.5 - 1.5 

1.5 – 2.5 MP = 1800 X 1200 pixels 
Enprint (draft quality) 
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If you are going to be satisfied with viewing your images on the web or on screen, there is generally little point 
in getting a camera which it more than 1.5Mp. You are simply paying more than you need and using more 
storage per image in the camera than you require. If the largest print you will ever want is and enprint, a 2Mp 
camera will be fine - and you will actually find that you can get a reasonable print around 10x8 too. However if 
you know you will want prints this size regularly, then it makes sense to buy a 4 or 5 Mp camera. For 
professional quality up to 15x10", a good 6Mp camera is needed, and for results that will come close to 
medium format quality you will need to be thinking about 11 Mp or more (and probably large bank 
loan!). ☺ 
 
 


